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Disclaimer
Alternative products and services are presented for information 
purposes only. Though I have used some of these products and 
services myself, with great success, I cannot guarantee suitability for 
your purposes or circumstances. Use appropriate caution and expect 
to do some learning. 

This document was produced in LibreOffice Writer on Linux.
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Email

Canadian
Nili Paid email accounts from $2/m first year + domains + sites

Webnames   Business email accounts + domains + hosting

Hushmail Encrypted mail for healthcare, law, secure forms, e-signatures

European 
Proton Encrypted, with cloud storage, VPN & more Switzerland

Mailfence  Encrypted. Free + calendar + doc sharing + groups Belgium

Tuta Encrypted email + calendar Germany

Posteo Encrypted email + calendar + address book Germany

Startmail Encrypted email +anonymous aliases + Netherlands

Runbox Business & personal + domain hosting  Norway

Instant Messaging & Group Messaging

International 
Threema Swiss

Messagegenius UK/IT

Element UK

Wire Swiss 

Line Japan

Troop Messenger India

Briar EU

https://briarproject.org/
https://www.troopmessenger.com/
https://www.line.me/en/
https://wire.com/en/
https://element.io/
https://messagenius.com/
https://threema.ch/en
https://runbox.com/
https://www.startmail.com/
https://posteo.de/en
https://tuta.com/
https://mailfence.com/
https://proton.me/
https://www.hushmail.com/
https://www.webnames.ca/email/email-hosting/
https://nili.ca/email/


Video Conferencing & Meetings

Canadian
Lifesize UK→CA

International
Digital Samba   Spain

Whereby Norway

Hostpoint Meet Swiss

kMeet Swiss

ClickMeeting Poland

Element UK

Office Suites & Software

Canadian
WordPerfect Office

International & Open Source
LibreOffice 

OnlyOffice 

PDF Readers & Editors
Sumatra PDF 

Okular PDF, Epub books, Markdown, etc.

Foxit PDF Editor (Windows, Mac, Android, iOS, online) China

Desktop Publishing
Scribus

https://www.scribus.net/
https://www.foxit.com/pdf-editor/
https://okular.kde.org/
https://www.sumatrapdfreader.org/free-pdf-reader
https://www.onlyoffice.com/
https://www.libreoffice.org/
https://www.wordperfect.com/en/
https://element.io/
https://clickmeeting.com/
https://www.infomaniak.com/en/ksuite/kmeet
https://www.hostpoint.ch/en/meet/
https://whereby.com/
https://www.digitalsamba.com/
https://www.enghousevideo.com/lifesize


Social Media & Networking

Canadian
Hey.café

Canuck Connect

Equals6 Student & new grad networking

MSTDN.ca “Mastodon by Canadians for Canadians”

TheCanadian.Social “a Mastodon instance run by Canadians, in Canada, for everyone!”

Mastodonserver.ca Canadian Mastodon Server Directory

Other
Bluesky US, but it’s the decentralized ‘ex-X’

Mastodon

Line Japan

Friendica Decentralized social network

Web Browsers
Alternatives to Google Chrome, Microsoft Edge and Opera.

Brave

Ecosia

Firefox-based
Firefox

LibreWolf

Zen

Vivaldi

Other
Tor (‘anonymous’ browsing) See also the TAILS privacy-focused operating system.

https://www.torproject.org/
https://vivaldi.com/
https://zen-browser.app/
https://librewolf.net/
https://www.mozilla.org/en-CA/firefox/
https://www.ecosia.org/
https://search.brave.com/
https://friendi.ca/
https://www.line.me/en/
https://joinmastodon.org/
https://bsky.app/
https://mastodonserver.ca/
https://thecanadian.social/about
https://mstdn.ca/explore
http://equals6.com/
https://canuckconnect.ca/
https://hey.cafe/


Drawing, Image Editing & Design Tools

Canadian
CorelDraw Graphics Suite CorelDraw, PhotoPaint, Paint Shop Pro, etc.

International
Miro Visual workspace for collaborative design Netherlands

Affinity Suite Graphic design, photo editing, publishing UK

Open Source
Blender 3D illustration

Dia Diagrams & flowcharts

Draw.io Charts

Inkscape 2D vector illustration

Krita Painting

GNU Image Manipulation Program (GIMP) Photos, screen capture, much more

Video Editing 
Kdenlive Open source

OpenShot US, but open source

https://www.openshot.org/
https://kdenlive.org/en/#
http://www.gimp.org/
https://www.blender.org/
https://inkscape.org/
https://app.diagrams.net/
https://sourceforge.net/projects/dia-installer/
https://www.blender.org/
https://affinity.serif.com/en-gb/
https://miro.com/
https://www.coreldraw.com/en/


Virtual Private Network (VPN)

Canadian
TunnelBear Headquarters in Toronto but owned now by McAfee.

International
Proton VPN Switzerland

NordVPN Panama

Express VPN British Virgin Islands

Mullvad Sweden

CyberGhost Romania → UK

PIA Us → UK

Private VPN Sweden

Surfshark British Virgin Islands

Anti-virus & Anti-malware

Canadian
Webroot US/Canada Owned by Carbonite (US), which is owned by OpenText (CA)

International
F-Secure Finland

Emiso  ft  New Zealand

ESET Slovakia

Trend Micro US/Japan

Open Source
Clamwin

https://clamwin.com/
https://www.trendmicro.com/en_ca/business.html
ttps://www.eset.com/
https://www.emsisoft.com/en/
https://company.f-secure.com/en
https://www.webroot.com/ca/en
https://surfshark.com/
https://privatevpn.com/
https://www.privateinternetaccess.com/
https://www.cyberghostvpn.com/
https://mullvad.net/en
https://www.expressvpn.com/
https://nordvpn.com/
https://protonvpn.com/
https://www.tunnelbear.com/


Domain Name Registrars (.CA)
Instead of Go Daddy, Name Silo, Blue Host and other US companies offering ‘.CA’ domains, try actual 
Canadian registrars.

DOMAINScanada.ca Calgary, Alberta

Webnames.ca Coquitlam, BC

Web Hosting Canada Montreal, QC

Namespro.ca Richmond, BC

CanSpace Solutions Toronto, ON

Register.ca Toronto, ON

Hosting, E-commerce & Cloud Storage

Canadian
Sync

FullHost

HostPapa

Webnames.ca

Panierdachat

Without Code

Lightspeed

Commongoods.ca

PlanetHoster

International
Proton cloud storage

OVHcloud Roubaix, France

Nextcloud Berlin, Germany

https://nextcloud.com/
https://www.ovhcloud.com/en-ca/
https://www.proton.me/
https://planethoster.com/
https://commongoods.ca/
https://www.lightspeedhq.com/
https://www.wocode.com/
https://www.panierdachat.com/en-ca/
https://www.webnames.ca/websites-and-hosting-overview
https://www.hostpapa.ca/
https://www.fullhost.com/
https://www.sync.com/
https://www.register.ca/
https://www.canspace.ca/domains.html
https://www.namespro.ca/
https://whc.ca/en
https://www.webnames.ca/websites-and-hosting-overview
https://www.domainscanada.ca/


Search Engines
Alternatives to Google, Bing and DuckDuckGo.

International & Open Source
Startpage  Netherlands

Swisscows Switzerland

Openverse Images, art

Brave* Also a browser

Qwant France

Naver S. Korea

Other
Presearch US, but community-based, decentralized

Maps & Route Planning
Instead of Google and MapQuest...

International
OpenStreetMap

TomTom Maps Netherlands

Plotaroute UK

HERE WeGo EU

Maps.me Netherlands

Komoot EU

Other
AllTrails (US)

https://www.komoot.com/
https://maps.me/app/
https://wego.here.com/
https://www.plotaroute.com/
https://www.tomtom.com/tomtom-orbis-maps/
https://www.openstreetmap.org/
https://search.naver.com/
https://www.qwant.com/
https://search.brave.com/
https://openverse.org/
https://swisscows.com/en
https://www.startpage.com/


Finance & Tax Preparation

Canadian
Wealthsimple tax 

Kashoo

Wave Financial HQ Toronto, acquired by H&R Block in 2019

Other
GNUcash

LibreOffice Calc

Online Survey & Brand Tracking
Instead of SurveyMonkey, Google Forms, Microsoft Forms, etc.

Canadian
Simple Survey / Simple Sondage Montreal, QC

International
Zoho Survey India

LimeSurvey Hamburg, Germany

Survs Portugal

Latana Berlin, Germany

https://www.latana.com/
https://survs.com/
https://www.limesurvey.org/
https://www.zoho.com/survey/
https://simplesondage.com/
https://simplesurvey.com/
https://libreoffice.org/
https://www.gnucash.org/
https://www.waveapps.com/
https://kashoo.com/
https://www.wealthsimple.com/en-ca/tax


Computers & Gadgets

Canadian Retailers
Canada Computers BC, ON, QC, NS

Signa Computers Toronto (Windows 11 & Linux options)

London Drugs Western Canada

Free Geek Toronto (Parkdale) Non-profit; Refurbished PCs with Windows or Linux

Memory Express BC, AB, SK, MB, ON

Non-US Brands
Lenovo China

Asus Taiwan

Acer Taiwan

Toshiba Japan

LG S. Korea

Samsung S. Korea

Panasonic Japan

Xiaomi China

Fujitsu Japan

Password Management
1Password Password management solution for business, personal & family Canada 

https://1password.com/
https://www.memoryexpress.com/
https://www.freegeektoronto.org/
https://www.londondrugs.com/
https://www.signa.com/
https://www.canadacomputers.com/


Operating Systems
Instead of Microsoft and Apple, consider these beginner oriented & security/privacy focused options.

Desktop & Laptop
Ubuntu Canonical Inc.

Linux Mint A stable distro with large user base

Linux Lite Very Windows-like, from NZ

Zorin OS

TAILS The Amnesic Incognito Live System

There are hundreds of other options to look at, but those are good to start with. 

Note: This guide was created using Brave browser & search, LibreOffice, GIMP and Linux Lite.

Mobile Devices
Graphene OS (Pixel phones)

Plasma Mobile 

Ubuntu Touch "Tux" by Eduardo Quagliato is licensed 
under CC BY 2.0.

https://www.ubuntu-touch.io/
https://plasma-mobile.org/
https://grapheneos.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=openverse
https://tails.net/
https://zorin.com/os/
https://www.linuxlite.com/
https://www.linuxmint.com/
https://ubuntu.com/desktop


Streaming Media & Audio/e-Books
Alternatives to YouTube, Vimeo, Audible, Amazon Prime, Netflix, Flickr, etc.

Canadian
CBC Gem

TVO Today TV Ontario

TVO Learn TV Ontario educational

Rakuten Kobo e-books & audio books, HQ in Toronto, subsidiary of Rakuten (Japan)

International
Dailymotion France

Nebula US + (Documentaries)

PeerTube France

Learning Systems
Alternatives to Articulate Storyline, Adobe Captivate, Lectora, Camtasia, etc.

Canadian
DomiKnow Authoring tool for e-learning content

International
Easygenerator UAE/Netherlands

Elucidat UK

Gomo Learning UK

Adapt UK

Astronomy Software
Stellarium

Celestia

KStars

https://celestiaproject.space/
https://celestiaproject.space/
https://stellarium.org/
https://www.adaptlearning.org/
https://www.gomolearning.com/
https://www.elucidat.com/
https://www.easygenerator.com/en/
https://www.dominknow.com/
https://joinpeertube.org/
https://www.nebula.tv/
https://www.dailymotion.com/
https://www.kobo.com/
https://tvolearn.com/
https://www.tvo.org/
https://gem.cbc.ca/
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